The significance of keratinizing squamous cell histology in Chinese patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma.
Six hundred and ninety-three Chinese patients with non-metastatic nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) were treated at one institution under a uniform protocol between 1984 and 1989. The tumour histology of these patients was subjected to a standardized review and classified into two distinct groups of World Health Organization (WHO) type I (keratinizing squamous cell carcinoma) (n = 13) or WHO types II and III (non-keratinizing carcinoma and undifferentiated carcinoma) (n = 662). The differentiation between the two groups was uncertain in 18 patients. The patient characteristics and clinical outcome after a uniform treatment policy of the two groups were not statistically significantly different. The low incidence of WHO type I NPC may account for the lack of prognostic significance of this histological subtype in Chinese populations.